0 


ES e 
GOD the Hope, and the Sa- 
viour of hi People. 


Apply'd to 5 CA SE of 
Proteſtant-Diſſenters: 
8 
SERMON 
Preach'd at a 


SOLEMN FAST, 


June 2 171K. 


On Occaſion of the Bi L L, for pre- 
wg the Growth of Schiſm, Kc. 


By FOSIAS MAULTBT, 
Minitte of the Golpel at Sudbury 1 in 1 Suffolk. 


LONDON: 


Printed for Joun CLaRx, at the Bible and 
Crown in the Old- Change, near St. Paul s; and 
E xi. MATT! HEwWS, at the Bible in Pater“ 


Noſter-Row. 1714. Price 3 


_—_— I” 


- 
—_— 
— 


1 1 "Ba 3 8 2 oY, 
„ — « v 7 ” WES o * . AE) rs +; e .. (us 1 * * 
4 r en „ . 777 ˙ AA I IE eu IE In 
">, IF} ©» 7 S „ PRONE + 4 Is HITTING 5 een * P 

+, WY £48 9 n 5 88 . n * k 
Eee a See : FOE 
n 4 POTY 

* 


1 EC —— 2 8 S 
” SE SOLIDS NY 8 
. 


E 7D 3 
S 


under 
leaſt t 
they « 
they 
that ( 
both « 
the F 
Judgr 
upon 
ſolati 
more 
Mord 
a8 W1 
then 
to thi 
Her 
Thin 
there 
Thot 
ligio! 
Our 
Day 
do i 


2 


= 
TT „ = ” T0 Kor 


— 


_— _ D : * 
PS 


Jer. 14. former Part of Pers. 


O the Hope of Ilrael, the Saviour there- 
of in Lime of Trouble! 


S it is a Duty to apply to God in all 
Caſes of Neceſſity, and Diſtreſs; ſo 
hath it been uſual with the People of 
A. God to make their Applications to him 
under ſuch Notions, and Characters, as ſuit at 
leaſt the general State of their Caſe ; by which 


they diſcover at once a due Senſe of the Errand 


they come upon, and a becoming Confidence in 
that God, whom they apply to. I doubt not but 
both of em will appear neceſſary, and uſeful upon 
the preſent Occaſion. They were very ſevere 


Judgments, that the Church here had her Eye 


upon; viz. a moſt grievous Famine, and the de- 
ſolating Sword: but there are ſome Calamities, 
more grievous than Thoſe ; viz. a Famine of the 
ord, and the being expos'd to ſuch Deſolations, 
as will make the very Ways of Zion to mourn. As 
then the Church makes her earneſt Addreſſes 
to the God of Heaven, when None could help 
Her ; ſo is it high Time for us to do the ſame 
Thing, when None will hear us. I ſhall not 
thereforemake any Apology for ſuch a Day as This. 
Thoſe that are not abandon'd to all Senſe of Re- 
ligion muſt needs know, tis moſt peculiarly. both 
our Duty and Privilege, to call upon him in the 
Day of Trouble; and 'tis with this Advantage we 
do it ; Tho' no Man regard us, yet we know 
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=— A Faſl-Sermon. 
that He can; and, we know not, but that He may to Hi 
both hear, and anſwer us; for He is the Hope of He ſh 
Iſrael, the Saviour thereof in time of Trouble. In ect e 
which Words we may obſerve, | 
' If: The State they werein: *Twas with thema gatiot 
Time of Diſtreſs and Trouble; a Day, where- bad d 
in they found Trouble and Sorrow ; wherein they as fre 
felt much, and, perhaps fear'd more; wherein Ml ty, at 
their outward Circumſtances were ſtraitn'd, and Ml threat 
their very Spirits ſunk and caſt down; wherein MW we gi 
God had a Controverſie with them, and Man comm: 
ſought their Deſtruction ; wherein they fear'd an 24 
utter Rejection, and total Deſertion from that ¶ very 
God, who had hitherto appear'd for 'em, and e- Ml ſuitat 
ſpous d their Cauſe : Yea, ſuch Times they were, M plica 
wherein they locked for Peace, and there was 0 His 
Good, and for the Time of Healing, and, behold Ml Him. 
Trouble! Whatever we our ſelves ſuffer as Prove WM 17 
ſtant Diſſenters ; yet could we heartily rejoke, WM That 
were there not the Proſpect of ſuch Times with WM Savio 
reſpect to the whole Nation in General: But M Clair 
however, Men will at Length convince us, that MW eſpot 
we have no reaſon to be ſecure with reſpe&t to MW and \ 
our.lelves. © 55 6 
24ly, The Courſe, they took: And that was ear- ſince 
neſt Application to God. O the Hope of Iſrael, M to th 
the Saviour thereof in Time of Trouble. This Clauſe M Nam 
is moſt plainly caſt into ſuch a Form of Speaking, MW who 
as notes both that they did apply to Him, and bov pleac 
they did ſo. | 
II, Thar they did apply to him: O the Hupe if Spee 
Iſrael, and the Saviour thereof, in Time of Trouble“ 
The Words are addreſs'd moſt directly to God 
Himſelf; He it is that is ſpoken to; They car- 
ry'dtheir Cauſe to Him, and made their Complaint | 
before Him. As He was the only One they could | 
apply to, ſo would they apply to no other: But | 
| 4 


od 


int 


ald 


Zut | 


2 ſo would they comply with it; and as He 


That was He to Iſrael. O the Hope of Iſrael, the 


A Faſt- Sermon. 


to Him would they make their Application: and 
He ſhould hear from em. They would not neg- 
lect either their Duty, or their Remedy in this 
Caſe. As God had bro't them under the Obli- 


ad directed them to the Way, ſo would they 
as freely take it: This, we know, is Our Du- 
ty, and Relief in the Caſe before us: Let Men 
threaten, and oppreſs us ever ſo much; yet will 
we give our ſelves unto Prayer, and to God will we 
commit our Cauſe. 5 

24ly, Hou they apply'd to Him: The Words are 
very full and emphatical, yea very proper, and 
ſuitable to ſhow, how we ought to make our Ap. 
plications to Him, and they include two Things; 
His Relation to Them, and what they had in 


1/, His Relation to Them: Whatever he was, 


Saviour thereof in Time of Trouble! Iſrael had a 
Claim to Him, as Their God: as a God, who had 
eſpous'd their Cauſe, defended their Perſons , 
and was, atleaſt, profeſſedly, or externally related to 
em: yea, as a God really ſo to all ſuch as were 
ſincere, and upright amongſt '*em : a God nearer 
to them, than to the Reſt of the World, whoſe 
Name was more eſpecially call'd upon 'em; yea, 
whoſe Intereſt and Glory they might humbly 
plead in their own Defence. And, let Perſons 
load us with ever ſo many Reproaches, let their 
Speeches be ever ſo hard, their Treatment ever ſo 
ſevere; yet ſuch a one, we truſt, have we alſo 
to apply to; and tho' we would be far from en- 
groſſing Him to our ſelves, yet will not we be 
afraid of ſtanding to it; That His Name, Intereſt, 
and Cauſe is amongſt us. 5 
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prevent not, we know He ill do it. 


A Fal- Sermon. 
2dly, What they had in Him: As this God was 


their God, ſo muſt He be That to them, that no 


Creature in Heaven, or on Earth could be; and 


this appears in the Character they give Him: 0 
the Hope of Iſrael, the Saviour thereof in Time of 


Trouble! Here's then ſomething with reſpe& to 
their State, and ſomething with reſpect to their 


Frame, which they had, and found in their God. 


1/, With reſpect to their State: He was their 


Saviour, or Deliverer. The Word ſuppoſes Evil | 
or Danger : And notes a Deliverance from, or 
out of ir. God was not only their Support under, 


but their Deliverer from thoſe Diſtreſſes, and 


Calamities they were expos'd to, or afraid of: 
He was able to deliver ; He was ready to deliver; | 
yea, He was One, who had ſhown Himſelf, and | 
that in many lignal, and remarkable Inſtances, | 


to be the Deliverer or Saviour of his People, e- 


ven when they had been in the greateſt Danger, | 


and were ready to become a Prey to their Ene- 
mies. As for Us, We now Him, whom e have 
believed. We know him ſo far, as to be able to ſay, 


He can deliver us from the Evils we fear; the E- | 


vils, that are deſign'd, and preparing for us; In 
ſuch Caſes He harh deliver'd us; and, if our Sins 


ever, we are aſſur'd of, that He is the Saviour of 
Tfrael. 3 6 | 
2dly, With reſpect to their Frame: He is their 


Hope, as well as their Saviour: He that is 7heir | 


God, is the God of Salvation; and, being ſo, 
He may well be their Hope. God is, ſometimes, 
call'd by the very Afﬀc#ims of His People: He's 
calld the Fear of Iſaac, the Spouſe's Love, the 
Deſire of all Nations, the Plalmiſt's Foy, and here 
the Church's Heye; noting that he is the Object 
Gi all Theſe ro his People; whom they Fear 
N Ove, 


This, how- 8 


.. d 


A Faſt- Sermon. 7 
Love, Deſire, Rejoice, and Hope in; All which | 
they moſt certainly do. He is their pe at all 
Times, eſpecially, in a Time of Trouble ; ſince, 
at that Time, He is their Saviour. -*Tis in this 
God, that Ve would place our Hope; and, how 
lictle ſoever we hope from Men, whatever Fears, 
or Apprehenſions we may be under with reſpect 
to them, yet will we truſt in the Mercy, Power, 


| and Faithfulneſs of God for ever. 


From the Words I ſhall obſerve, and ſpeak to 
this following Point of Doctrine: That God is the 
Saviour, and Hope of his People in Time of Trouble. 
In ſpeaking to which, I ſhould conſider, /, This 
Time of Trouble, as it relates to our own Cale ; 
2dly, Our Application to him at ſuch a Time; 
And this, 34/y, as our God; Yea, athly, his 
being 4 Saviour to us; And, 5h, the Ground 
F Hope, and Encouragement we have in this Caſe ; 

nd then, laſtiy, ſome proper, but ſhort Improve- 
nent of the Whole. 


I. Let us conſider this Time of Trouble the 
Church ſpeaks of, and that, as applicable zo cur 


own Caſe, I ſhall here take the Liberty to men- 


tion ſome Things, which wc account no ſmall 
Trouble to us; and that for chis purpoſe only; co 
ſhow, that we have Need to be earneſt in 
Prayer, and Supplication. And, 

iff, Tis no ſmall trouble to us, to find the 
Mouths of Perſons fo generally open againſt us. 
What the Fews {aid of the Profeſſion of Chriſtie 
mity at firſt, was, certainly, never more true of 
the Diſſenting Cauſe, and Intereſt, than it is at 
this very Day. For, as concerning the Set, ſay bs 22, 
they, we know, that every where it is ſpoken ag ainj#. 22. 
[tis ſurprizing to think, that Thoſe, who ſcarce 
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A Faſt- Sermon. 
know any thing elſe, have been taught to load 
us with Reproaches, and Calumnies. Our Per- 
ſons are branded as Rebels and Phanaticks; our 


Schools, as Seminaries of Sedition and Faction; 
our Meetings, as Nurſeries of Error and Schiſm; 


Perſons muſt be made to believe, that we are the 


very Peſts of Mankind, and deſerve not ſo much 
as Protection from the Government. I his is the 
old Courſe, which Pagans and Fews took againſt 
Chriſtianity it ſelf; yea, againſt the Author, as 
well as Profeflors of it. Chriſt was then de- 
clar'd to be an Enemy to Ceſar, and a Deſtroyer 
of the Temple, i. e. one, who would pull down 


their Church: The Apoſtle Paul was a peſtilent 


Ads 24. 
. 


Fellow, and a Mover of Sedition: The Primi- 
tive Chriſtians went frequently under the ſame 
Cenſure, becauſe they could not comply with the 
Impoſitions of others, or endeavour'd to promote 
their own Principles: Such were the Reproaches 
then, and ſuch the Calumnies now, which Chri- 
ſtianity is loaded with; concerning which we 
ſhall at preſent make only the ſame Anſwer, 
which the Apoſtle made to That of the Fews: But 
this I confeſs unto thee; that after the way,which They 
call Hereſy, ſo worſhip I the God of my Fathers, But 
tho' we would be ſtedfaſt, and thoſe, who are 
hearty in what they profeſs, muſt needs be ſteady 
to their Principles: Yet can it be no Pleaſure to 
us, to have ſuch Miſrepreſentations made of us, 
and ſuch Reproaches caſt upon us, as the Au- 


thors themſelves are aſnam'd to own. 


24ly, Tis no ſmall Trouble to perceive the 
Countenance of the Government ſeeming to with- 


draw from us. We are far from being conſcious 


of deſerving any ſuch Treatment. We profels 
Submiſſion to Authority in general; have ſub- 
ſcrib'd, and that very heartily, to the preſent Go- 

hs vernment; I 


* A Faſt- Sei mon. 9 
d ll yertiment ; do cheerfully contribute towards the 
„Support of it; have had Aſſurances from it with 
r Wl reſpe to our Liberties and Privileges ; The whole 
- Wl Legiſlature hath joyn'd in the Act of Toleration ; 
The Throne hath declar'd it Inviolable; The 
e WM very Church it ſelf hath, in Time of Trouble, 
h Wl declar'd its favourable . Inclinations towards us 
je and, but the very Laſt Parliament call'd us Diſſen- 
ſt ting Bret hren; and Fellow-Chriſtians, as well as 
1; fellow- Subjects: But, from what Quarter ſoever 
:- Wl it comes, all theſe kind Words, and friendly Com- 
er pellations are no over : and have for me time 
n Wl been turning a quite different way. We are not 
nc Ml tho't fit, or worthy to ſerve in any Place of Truſt; 
i- nay,, we muſt not be truſted with the Education | 11 
nc of our Children, nor ſuffer'd to train 'em up, lt 
he WH amongſt our ſelves, for Uſefulneſs in the World, 
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te or Church of God. Theſe Things we can't but 
cs declare, are no ſmall Tronble to us. We muſt 1 
i- Wh needs; as well as other Perſons, value the Favour 4 


ve of the Governmjent; and do aſſure You, we Would 4 
er, purchaſe. it at any rate, but with the Loſs of our | 
ut WH Conſcienges, and Principles: and, therefore, we = 
ex Wl can't forbear expreſſing our Concern, that we ol 
ut mould be expos'd to thoſe Froivns; that we even 1 
re ſdiouſiy avoid. rf! | 1 
dy Zah, It is no ſmall Trouble to Hear, that our 1 
to Profeſſion it ſelf is ſtruck at, and threaten'd. Thoſe 
that are truly Conſcientious, muſt needs be 
concern d for the Principles, they eſpouſe, and 
the Worſhip, they obſerve: This they will va- 
lue, keep, and promote according to the utmoſt 
of their Power; and, let it be reckon'd a Fault, or 
no, they can't help it; they muſt needs, they | 
can't but ſpeak the Things which they themſelves have | a, 
bad ſo much Knopwledpe, and Experience of, They are 20. 
ery Thankful for any Opportunities, or Ad- 
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A Faſt-Sermon. 
vantages hereto ; and, as they would be far from 
abuſing em to Sedition, which is more a Slander 
than a Charge upon 'em ; ſo, whenever God in 
his Providence opens the Door, they think them- 
ſelves not true to their Intereſt, and Cauſe, If 
they do not, what lies in their Power, towards the 
promoting of it; and that both as to Place, and 
Time; that it may ſpread wider, and laſt longer, 
than either the Place, or Time, wherein they Live, 
can reach: That This then, ſhould be diſcourag'd, 
ſtopt, and prevented; that we ſhould be ſtinted, 
limited, and confin'd in our Uſefulneſs, as to Re- 
ligion, muſt be no ſmall Trouble to Thoſe, who 
have the Intereſts of Pure, Primitive, Scriptural, 
and Apoſtolical Chriſtianity at Heart: Tis this 
we profeſs, this we obſerve, this alone we would] 
propagate ; and, the more concern'd we are about 
it, the greater ſhall we account the Trouble not 
to be ſuffer d to do it. Suk ; 

athly, The Caſe of our CHII DREN is nofi 
ſmall Trouble to Us: I have obſerv'd, the Severi4 
ties (if I may ſo call em) of the preſent Times par 
ticularly reach and affect them : Their Bapti/ms are 
by many Perſons declar'd Null, and Void ; whenf 
yet they are Baptiz d in that very Way, in which 
all Chriſtians are, and muſt be ſo: Their Buria/i 
"ate in ſeveral Places deny'd and refus'd em; tho 
Nothing is to be objected againſt em, but half 
their Baptiſm : Their Education muſt be taken! 
away; tho'They may be capable of being, intim?S 
as Uleful, as the Children of any other ſort off 
| Perſons whatſoever: And, can any Religious 
Tender Parent refle& upon This without Concern? 
' Doth he not value the Welfare of his Children 
next to his own Salvation? Is he not intruſted 
with the Care of his on Children? Is he not con- 
cern'd to have em educated rhe ſame Way "Y 


A Paſtl-Sermon. 

he profeſſes, and believes himſelf 2 Can He bear 

the Thoughts of ſeeing em take a Way, which 
he muſt needs ſuppoſe to be Wrong, or he can't 

think Himſelf Right? Can it be imagin'd? that 

We, who take the Education of them chearfully 

upon ourſelves, muſt nor Account it a very great 

Hardſhip, that even Th: ſhould bedeny'd us! and 

our Principles accounted ſuch, that our very Chil- 
dren themielves muſt be guarded againſt em! 

Theſe Things, my Friends, let Others think, what 
they pleaſe, are no ſmall Trouble to Us, and I 

am ſure, muſt be ſo, to all thoſe, that deferve but 

the Name of Proteſtant Diſſenters. If therefore we 

have any Fears, or Apprehenſions of ſuch Things, 
as Theſe, coming upon us, we may well look upon 

it a Time of Trouble with us, and accordingly in the 


11 


II. Make our Application to God. As what 
I have related concerning the State of our Caſe 
is plain Macter of Fact, what every Body muſt 
needs obſerve, and know; fo, the great Deſign 
have in doing it, is to direct, and engage you to 
your Duty; which is Applying to God: O ihe Hope 
of Iſrael, the Saviour thereof in Time of Trouble, | And 


If, Nature it ſelf will teach us to cry unto 
him in 2 1; S an 

laith the Prophet, in Trouble have they wifued thee ; 18. 
they have Pour'd out a Prager, when thy Chaſtening 

was upon Them. Thoſe, that have only the Lighr 

and Principles of Nature, are directed, and enga- 


ged hereto. Jonab's Mariners, tho' Heathens, Chap. a 


yet in a Storm, were for crying, every Man, to his 3, 6. 
God ; and awak'd the ſleepy Prophet ro call upon bis 
God : Yea, God declares it of thoſe, who would 
regard him at no other Time, that in thiir Aſlidti- 
, they would ſeek bim early. So far, as Perſons 
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ime of Diſtreſs and Trouble. Lord, Iſa. 26. 
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. 8 A Faſt- Sermon. 

either find, or apprehend themſelves in Trouble 
ſo far their very Senſe is touch'd, and conſequent: 
ly their Concern muſt be rais'd : Not, but that 
ſome Perſons may account that a Trouble, which 
really is not, and ſo be concern'd without any 
Reaſon; and Others may account that no Trou- 
ble, which really is, and ſo be Careleſs and Un- 
concern'd in the Caſe; yet, when any Perſons 
perceive their Circumſtances to be difficult, and 
dangerous; they have then the Advantage of Senſe 
it ſelf to prompt and urge em to ſuch Applicati- 
ons to God for Relief: For he is known to be the 
Refuge of the Diſtreſſed, -and the Relief of thoſe 
that are in Trouble : The common Cry of even 
profane Perſons, Cord have Mercy” upon us ! | 
God help us ! when any Thing diſturb; , or 
threatens em; is a plain Proof of the ſecret 
Voice of Nature in this Caſe. Burt, 
2 2dly, Scripture moſt expteſly directs to this Me. 
thod. It is the poſitive Command of the great 
God in his Word, Call upon me in the Day of Trou- 
ble: This is Part of that Worſhip, and Homage 
he calls for at our Hands; that we acknowledge 
our Dependance upon Him, our Need of His 
Help, our Unworthineſs of it, and yet His Abi- 
lity, and Readineſs to afford it: We are warrant- 
ed, allow'd, enzoyn'd, and encourag'd to make 
our Applications to 'Him, to ſeek his Face, and 
to implore his gracious Regard : His Greatnels, 
Holineſs, and Juſtice need not terrify us; nor | 
our Meanneſs, Impurity, and Guile diſcourage 
us: His Authority, Sovereignty, and Word bind 
us hereto”; and, not to doit is à Provocation 40 | 
Him, to proceed in that Severity, He threatens 
us with: He would have us ſenfible of our Caſe, | 
Humbl'd for our Sins, Deſirous of his Mercy, and | 
Importunate with Him for Help: We may % | 

e K we 


A Faſl- Sermon. 43 
hell excuſe our ſelves from all Parts ef Religious 
Worſhip as This: And to neglect Him in ſuch & 

Caſe were a Renouncing both our Subjection to 
Him, and Dependance upon Him: He, that hath 
given us ſuch plain Directions, ſuch expreſs Com- 
mands, and ſuch great Encouragements, Expects, 
that we ſhould obſerve, and improve em; and ſo 
apply to Him in a Time of Diſtreſs and Trouble. 
zaly, The People of God have a Principle, 
that will lead em to it, and put em upon it: 
They have his Law written in their Hearts in this, 
as well as in other Reſpects; They are bro't to 2 
Hearty Complianee with his Will in this, as well 
as in other Caſes : Nay, they have a Spirit with- 
in em, that is, more eſpecially, a Spirit of Pray- 
er, of Grace, and Supplication 3 a Spirit of Adop- 
tion, that will engage, and enable them to 
cry, Abba! Father ! to go to him, as Children 
to a Father, under all their Neceflities, and 
Diſtreſſes; They have taken Him for their God; 
which implies, that He is the Author of all their 
Mercies, as well as the Object of all their Wor- 
ſhip; their Hope and Saviour as well as their 
Lord and Sovereign: To Him therefore muſt 
they apply as ſuch; and both ſeek, and expect 
their All from Him: They are taken off from all 
Creature-Refuges, Confidences, Supports, and 
Comforts ; and in Him alone do they place 
their Safety, and Security: Aſhur ſhall not ſave us, Hol. 14. 
faith the Church, we will not ride upon Horſes, 3- 
neither will we ſay any more to the Work of our Hands, 
Ve are our Gods; For in Thee the Fatherleſs, the 
Helpleſs, findeth Mercy: Means indeed they'l uſe ; 
they'l not be wanting in all lawful Endeavours: 
they think they may very fairly vindicate their 
own Cauſe with reſpe& to Men; but it is to God, Job 5. 8. 
that they principally ſeek, 257 to Him that they 
commit their Cauſe, athly, 
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14 Faſt⸗ Sermon. 
4thly, This is the Only effectual Method, that 

they can take. A Time of Trouble is a Time of 
Need; They need Help, and Relief; but, what 
Jer. 3. 23. ſaith the Prophet? Truly in vain is Salvation ho- 


ped for from the Hills, and from the Multitude if | 


Mountains; truly, in the Lord our God is the Sal va- 
tion of Iſrael ; Creatures, at beſt, are Uſeleſs in 
themſelves, and, at ſome particular Times, God 


will more eſpecially make em appear io: The! 


mot likely and promiſing Helps may deceive our 
— Expectations; but at ſome Limes may we be 
Pſal. 142. þro't to the Pſalmiſt's Cale : I looked on my Right 


4+ Hand, and beheld ; but there was no Man, that | 
would know me, Refuge failed me, no Man cared fur 


my Soul: What then ſhould be our Courſe, but 


that, which immediately follows, in the next | 


$5. Verſe? I cried unto Thee, O Lord! 1 ſaid, Thou art 
mi Refuge, and my Portion in the Land of the Living, 
if therefore we would be deliver'd out of Trou- 
ble, and reſcu'd from Danger, we mult apply to 
Him, who Alone can, and will help us: As in 
Him only we can find Relief; fo, to Him, tho? 

to Him alone, muſt we apply: "Tis He, who is 

the Hope of Iſrael, and the Saviour thereof in a Time 

of Trouble: and therefore muſt we make our 
Applications to Him at ſuch a Time. And, 
Bleſſed be God, we may 2 


74 III. Apply to Him, as our God: as a God con- 
cern'd in us, and related to us; Our Applications 
to Him were Vain indeed, if we could not en- 


tertain ſuch Apprehenſions, as Theſe, with reſpet | 
to our Caſe or Cauſe: and, therefore, to clear 


this up, let me mention a few Things. 


1, We are far from making Him this Way che 
Patron of thoſe Miſcarriages, and Failures, that 
HE, p | ar? 
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A Faſt-Sermon. 
ire amongſt us. Don't miſtake us, Sirs! We are 
willing, you ſhould obſerve it, that we would 
dear, and diſcharge him from every Thing, that 
may be Amiſs in us, or amongſt us. We know, 
He is a Pure, and Holy, a Juſt, and a Righteous 
Being : and, as we know our ſelves to be far from 
perfection; as to Doctrin, Worſhip, Diſciplin, 
or Practice; ſo, we would not dare to affix his 
Name to any Error, Abuſe, Neglect, or Sins, 
we are guilty of : We hope, we have ſuch an 
Awe of that Holy, Fearful, and Tremendous 
Name, as rather to Condemn our ſelves than to 
profane That: There's no Body of Men, no pro- 
fefling People upon Earth, that can pretend to 2 
ſinleſs State; and, were this neceſſary, God muſt 
diſclaim all gracious, and encouraging Relation 
to this World of Sinners: He was his People's 
God under the Old, and under the New Teſta- 
ment; and yet in both Churches were there ma- 
ny Irregularities, and many Miſcarriages: Our 
Apprehenſions, and Conceptions are ſhort ; and 
our Practice, with reſpe& to our Selves, Fami- 
milies, and Church of God, do in many Things 
fail of the Rule ; Theſe Things we acknowledge, 
bewail, and endeavour to reform: And, while 
we do ſo, tho' Men may be very hard, and ſe- 
vere upon us, even to condemn us for 'em; 
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yet, as they have need to look to themſelves, in 
1 this Caſe, as well as we; ſo we truſt, that a mer- 
ag ciful God is the God of his People, notwithſtand- 
ang cheir Sins, and Miſcarriages: For, 


2d4ly, We do not, we cannot, as yet, ſee any 
Reaſon, to look upon our Cauſe, as Proteſtant 
Diſenters, to be any other, than the Cauſe of God: 
ae We proſeſs again, and again, and this Profeſſion 
we ſtand to; That we diſſent upon Principle, and 

not out of Humour; We would appear, and, 


A Faſt-Sermon. B 
ſurely, it is but a ſmall Requeſt, that our Brethref 
would look upen us as Men of Conſcience and In- 
tegrity, as well as others: and, perhaps, they will 
convince the World moſt enſibly, that we ſhall 
not diſſent in Proſpect of Advantage, Eaſe, or 
Reputation. *Tis a Cauſe, that is, every where 
reflected, and trampl'd upon, reproach'd, and 
diſdain'd : and, ſurely, If we could, is Point of 
Conſcience, it were as eaſy a Thing for Us, as for 
Others, to relieve our ſelves in this Caſe. Is not 
Peace, Safety, Reputation, and Profit as deſir- 
able to Human Nature in Us, as in Others? What 
Jhould hinder then, but that, if we could forego 
our Principles, we might have the ſame Places of 
Profit, and Advantage, as others bave ? For, 
without Vanity; and, only to oppoſe the Re- 
proach, that is generally caſt upon us; I will be 

bold to ſay ; That, as there are Ignorant Perſons 

of all Profeſſions ; ſo, we have Perſons of as good 

. Capacities, as large Abilities, and of as ſolid 


Learning, as any Other Set of Men: and, ſure- 


1y, it muſt be no ſmall Confirmation hereof, that 


Perſons of a different Perſwaſion ſeem to be ap- 
prehenſive of Danger from our Education: But, 
whatever our Capacities, Abilities, or Learning 
may be ; we dare not proſtitute our Conſciences 
for the greateſt Eaſe, Safety, or Advantage in 
the World: We are fatisfy'd in our Profeſſion; 
that it is, what God hath preſcrib'd in his Word; 
What He will Own; yea, we don't doubt, but 


will continue to the World's End. We have of 


ten appeal'd to Scripture; To that Appeal ws 
ſtand: but we are not afraid to refer our ſe ves 
to the pureſt Antiquity. I muſt needs ſay, What. 
ever Boaſts have been made in this Reſpect 
againſt us, I never yet could find, but that (al- 
lowing for thoſe Supetftitions, ſome of which 
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A Faſt- Ser mon. 
even our Brethren diſown, as well as We) the 
Profeſſion, and Practice of Chriſtian Worſhip 
was much the ſame for about three hundred 
Years after Chriſt, as it is now amoneſt Us. Our 
Miniſters the ſame with Ignatius Biſhops : Our 
Ordinances the ſame with Tuſtin Martyr's Wor- 
ſhip ; Our Prayers the ſame with T'r:ullian's de 
Pectore: and even our Chriſtiana Aſſemblies the 
fame with Cyprian's Churches. Yea, the near- 
er we come to Apoſtolical Times, the more 
plainly doth all this appzar ; as the farther we go 
from them, the more Corruptions may we ob- 
ſerve, until Antichriſt fixt his Power, and over- 
ran the World. Antiquity is fo far from be- 
ing any Prejudice to us, that we are willing, and 
have frequently ſhown our ſelves ſo, to be try'd 
even by That. But, as the Famous Chillingworth 
once ſaid, The Bible, the Bible is the Religion of 
Proteſtants, Here it is we have ſure Footing, and 
2 plain Rule. And 1 muſt fincerely profeſs, and 
ſo make this fair Offer, yea know, I can do it, not 
in my own Name only, but in the Name of my 
Brethren, and of all Conſcientious Diſſenters, 


whether Miniſters, or Chriſtians : that, let any 


one, not only aſſert, but fairly prove; That our 


Miniſters, Ordinances, Prayers, and Churches 


have no Foundation in Scripture, and we ſhall 


not need be deſir d to forſake em: Bur, until then, 


Let me withal declare; that, cis not Aſſertions 


without Proof, not Reproaches without Founda- 


tion, not evil Treatment without Demerit, that 
can poſſibly make us think any otherwiſe, but 
that our Cauſe, even as Proteſtant-Diſſenters, is 
really the Cauſe of God; and, Notwithſtanding 
all, yea, were Matters come to the utmoſt Ex- 


tremity ; ſo far, as God Enables us, we mult needs 
CG peak, 
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' ſpeak, and Attend the Things, which we are fo 
much aſfur'd, and perſwaded of: And Herein, 


we doube not, we tnay appeal to God, as our 
God. Yea, if it would do any Good, might ſug- 
geſt the wiſe Counſel of Gamaliel with reſpect to 
the Apoſtles, who were reproach'd, and perſecu- 
ted, as well as we: And now, I ſay, refrain from 
theſe Men, and let them alone; for if this Counſel, or 
this Work beof Men, it will come to nought ; but if it be 


of God, ye cannot everthrow it; leſt, happily, ye be found 


to fight againſt God. 
zal), As we look upon our Cauſe, as Proteſtant 


Diſſenters, to be the Cauſe of God; So is He Real 
the God of all Thoſe, who are ſincere amongſt | 


us. We arefar from ſuppoſing ; "That, becauſe our 


Cauſe is His, therefore every Perſon, who attends} 


our Worſhip, or enters our Communion, is upon 
that Account a true Chriſtian, or Child of God: 
No, a good Conſcience, as well as a good Cauſe, 


is neceſſary hereto ; Tis not the being of This 


or That Denomination, that will ſave any One, 
or ſecure to Him an Intereſt in the Love and Fa- 
vour of God ; We have, no Doubt, rotten Mem- 
bers, and profane Perſons amongſt Us, as well as 


Others: Tho, by the Way, we muſt declare, 


that we give no Countenance, or Allowance to 


'*em ; They are, ſo far, as they appear ſuch, as 


much condemn'd by us, as by Others '; Yea, we 


dare not encourage any to reſt in a bare Name 
or Profeſſion ; Thoſe, that do fo, we ſolemnly 


warn, and declare to em; That 'tis not their 
Profeflion, that will avail 'em © For there muſt be 


a Real, Vital Principle, evidenc'd by a ſuitable 
becoming Converſation ; Faith in Chriſt, and a 
Religious Deportment in all the Commandments, 
and Ordinances of the Lord: But, where The/* 


are 


* 
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are to be found, We doubt not, that God is real- 
the God of ſuch Perſons; That they have 
really an Intereſt in Him; That they may ap- 
ply to Him, as Their God, and expect the Mercy 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto Eternal Life: We 


are under no Pain or Apprehenſion, at all, at 


the Anathemas, and Imprecations, that are ſo 
liberally dealt out to Us, both from Pulpit and 
Preſs : We know, and are well aſſur'd, that no Per- 
ſons under what Character, or Denomination ſo- 
ever, have the Power to exclude us Heaven, to 
deprive us of our Intereſt in Chriſt, to bar up our 
Acceſs to the Throne of Grace, or to hinder our 
Applications to God, as our God ; We are under 


no Concern at all about our ſelves, in this Caſe, 
but yet they often put us in Mind of thoſe awful 


Words, 15 Verſe of the Epiſtle of Fude, which 
You may read at your Leiſure. 

4thly, Tho? we look upon Him to be the God 
of all Thoſe, that are ſincere amongſt Us ; Yet 
are we far from thinking he is the God of Them 
Only: Whatever Others do, yet would not We 
Confine the Favour of God to our ſelves : We 


would not Exclude Them, tho' they Exclude Us: 


We are glad to ſee the Image, and Likeneſs of God 
in Any of Them, a; well as in any of Us; and 
where it is ſo, tho' we humbly claim an Intereſt 
in Him as Our God, yet, are we willing to allow ; 
yea rejoice, that we can declare Him to be 
Their God, as well as Ours. I have often tho't 


of Thoſe Words of the Apoſtle, With All that in 1 Cor- 1. 


nd 


every Place call upon the Name of Feſus Chriſt our 2. 


Lord, both Theirs and Ours : The Apoſtle ſeems 
deſignedly to uſe that Expreſſion, becauſe he writ 
to a divided Church; Wherein One was for Paul, 


Another for Apollos, Another for Cepbas, And 


Another for Chriſt: He would, howeyer, haye 
| C 2, em 


20 


Jude der. 
3. 


we may well be allow'd, and, whether we be ſo, 
or no, we cannot but think: That God is the God 


Faſt-Sermon. 
em All Centre in This, That Chriſt was Lord and 
Saviour of One, as well as the Other: Tho' They 


were of different Minds and Judgments, Yer would 

He not have em to Judge and Condemn one ano- 

| era; e ſoto Engroſs God and Chriſt, Religion 
and 


* 


appineſs to Themſelves : No, There's a Com- 


mon Salvation, that belongs to All Saints, that 


are truly fo ; be they of Thx, or That Communi-. | 


on. And therefore we profeſs our Deſires of Uni- 
on, ſo far as is conſiſtent with our Judgments ; 


we heartily look upon all ſincere Chriſtians, tho 


differing from us, as Children of the ſame Father, 
and Members of the ſame Family : And, tho' we 


are ſo Unhappy, as not to Worſhip our God to- 
ether Here; Yet we hope to meet one another 
n Heaven Hereafter, where all our preſent unhap- | 


py Differences will ceale for Ever : But then 


of Thoſe, that are Sincere, and Hearty amongſt 
our ſelves; and that we can apply to Him as Ou 
God; And fo may apply to Him, | | 


IV. As Our Saviour in Time of Trouble; 
This is the Character, the Church here gives Him 


with reſpect to 7/rael ; and Thx He moſt certainly | 
is, to all true 7/rael/ites, even with reſpe to the ve- 


ry Cauſe of His People; that Cauſe which they 


Commit to Him, and ſpread before Him. And, | 


1f, He will, moſt certainly, ſave his People 


eternally hereafter, The Word is frequently and 


in the New Teſtament generally us'd in this Senſe: 
And tho? the Prophet doth not directly take it /o 
here; yet, Ithe rather mentionit, becauſe it relates 
to a Time of Trouble; For, let the Iſſue, and E- 
vent of ſuch Troubles be what they will, as to this 


| World ; 


LM 


* 


1 — 4 bay | | r 
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World; yet This we are aſſur'd of; They ſhall 
not hinder the Salvation of his People hereafter: 
He'll be their Saviour then, tho' he ſuffer em 
to periſh nom with reſpe& to the outward Man: 
They ſhall enter the Kingdom at laft, tho they 
muſt paſs thro' great Tribulation; before they 
come at it: Fheir Happineſs is ſecure, whatever 
Changes, and Trials they may meet with here; 
yea, their Glory is promoted, and advanc'd by 
thoſe very Calamities and Troubles, that God 
thinks fit to exerciſe em with in this World. 
They ſhall certainly find him their Saviour in this 
Senſe. He may not indeed keep off the Evils 
they are afraid of; He deſigns, for the Trial of 
their Faich, and, it may be, the Puniſhment of 
their Sins; for their negligence in reſpe& of 
Themſelves, their Families, and Children, He 
deſigns, and reſolves to bring em under Afflicti- 
ons, difficult, and diſtreſſed Circumſtances ; to 
deprive em of thoſe Liberties and Privileges they 
have enjoy'd, and not improv'd, or rather abus'd: 
But yet, if they are his People, Who, or what Rom. 8. 
ſhall ſeparate em from the Lowe of Chriſt ? Shall Tri- 33. 
bulation, or Diſtreſs, or Perſecution, or Famine, or | 
Nakedneſs, or Peril, or Sword? No, For in all theſe =37. 
Things ſhall they be made more than Conquerors, 
thro” Him, that hath loved them. In this Senſe 
will he moſt certainly be the Saviour of all thac 
Believe. But, ' 2 

24ly, He can as eaſily ſave *em out of their moſt 
diſtreſſed Circumſtances with reſpect to this 
World: As to Power *tis alike in Him as to both 
Worlds, for that He doth according to his Will, in Dan. 3. 
the Army of Heaven, and among 3, Inhabitants of 35. 
the Earth. No Power can be too great, no De- 
vice too cunning, no Caſe too intricate; in a 
110 a g . be 4 . N Word, 


I Fet. 2.9. deliver the Godly out of Temptation. If He doth it 
not; *tis not for want of Power, Wiſdom, nor 
Goodneſs in Him; Tis not becauſe He is not 
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35 Word, no Difficulty inſuperable to Him: He can 


divide Seas, dry up Rivers, remove Mountains, 


and, which is more, turn Hearts: He can make | 


Enemies to be at Peace, and Friends to be Faith- 
ful : He can ſecure his Peoples outward Safety, 
and promote their preſent Proſperity by the moſt 
unlikely, yea contrary Means and Methods : He 
can give em Favour in the ſight of Men, and in- 


cline em even to alter their Deſigns againſt 'em : 


He can turn al! the Counſels of crafty Achitophels in- 
to Fooliſhneſs, and bring all their Devices to Nought 


and Confuſion ; He, that is our God, is 4 God of | 


Salvations in this Reſpect, for he knows how to 


their Saviour in Time of Trouble ; for they do 
not cry to a God, that cannot, or is not ready to ſave 


em, as he ſees it moſt fit, and convenient. They 


can at all Times, and in all Caſes, apply to Him, 


as the God of Salvations, and as Their Saviour in 


2 Time of Trouble. For that, FLO | 
Jaly, When His Time comes, tho! it be the 
moſt critical, and dangerous Time with them, 


yet will He then ſave em, even with Reſpect to | 


their outward State. As great an Extremity as His 
People may be at any Time in; yet, when He 


ariſes, commands, and works Deliverance, they | 


ſhall be deliver'd : He manages Deliverances in- 
deed in His own Way, and Time ; but His Way 
ſhall they be moſt certainly effected, and bro't a- 
bout; and, when they have nothing elſe to do, 


Exod. 14. but to ſtand ſtill, yet even Then ſhall they ſee the 


„. 
17. 


Salvation of God; Then no Weapon form d againſt em, 


ſhall proſper aud every Tongue, that ſhall riſe againſt 
em, ſhatl He condemn : This is the Heritage of the 
| | | | Sera 
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Servants of the Lord, and their Righteouſneſs 3s of me, 
ſaith the Lord: Then will He plead their Cauſe, and Mic. 7. 9. 
bring them forth to the Light, and they ſhall behold 
His Righteouſneſs: Tn this Senſe is He their Saviour 
in a Time of Trouble, let it be ever ſo great, 
and attended with ever ſuch difficult, and dange- 
rous Circumſtances : Their Apprehenſions are 
miſtaken, and their Fears groundleſs ; when they 
think, that 'tis at any Time too late for Him to 
Help, or Relieve *em ; never was it yet, nor will 
it ever be, even in this World, fo critical a Time 
with his People, as that He himſelf ſhould not be 
their Saviour. But then, | 
athly, Let it go, how it will, with particular Per- 
ſons, or Societies; yet His own Cauſe, and Name, 
his own Church, and Intereſt will He ſecure, and 
fave from ſinking. A People, yea his own Pro- 
feſſing People, may forfeit, and loſe his Pro- 
tection: may, by their Sin and Folly, provoke 
him to expoſe em to the Inſults of thoſe that 
Hate em; to give 'em up into the Hands of 
thoſe, that ſeek their All; yea to deprive em of 
thoſe Privileges which they have abus d; and to 
remove that very Goſpel from *em, which they 
have ſo little improv'd; He may take away his | 
Kingdom, and give it to others that will bring Mat. 21: 
forth the Fruits thereof. But till his Kingdom 43: 
ſhall be ſupported, and his Cauſe maintain'd in 
the World: And tho' it may be loſt as to Us, 
which we have Reaſon to dread, and deprecate, 
yet ſhall it be ſecure, and ſafe under his Protecti- ik 
on; and that notwithſtanding all the Deſigns, and 1 
Attempts that are levell'd againſt it. He will have Wn 
2 Church upon Earth; and to This the Promiſe 1 
holds good, and ſhall never fail, as long as the 1 
Sun and Moon endures; As for me, This 5 my Ia. 59. ar 
oe 
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| Covenant, ſaith the Lord, My Spirit, that is upon 


| Seeds Seed from benceforth and for ever; He is, and 


rage; but ihe Lord reigneth ; 


Thee, and my Words, 2vbich I have put in Thy 


Mouth, ſhall not depart out of Thy Mouth, nor out 7 


the Mouth of thy Seed, nor out of the Mouth of thy 
will be a Saviour in this Senſe to his Church and 
Intereſt, even while the World laſts, and the ve. 
ry Gates of Hell, the Power, and Policy of Men 
and Devils, ſhall not be able to prevail againſt it. 
And therefore, | 


V. We may apply to him as our Hope in 
Times of the greateſt Difficulty and Trouble: For 


He is the Hope of 1/rael, as well as the Savi- 
our thereof in Time of Trouble; and fo He i: | 
in theſe following Reſpects. | | 


If. As in Him there is ſufficient Reaſon to Hope 
ut ſuch a Time. His Power, and Promiſe, His 
Wiſdom, and Faithfulneſs, His Love, and Rela- 


tion to His People are never-failing Props to their 


Faith, and Hope: There is that in Him, and d- 
clar'd by Him, that may well keep heir Hearts fix- | 


ed, their Minds eaſy, and their Spirits chearful un- 
der all the Threatning Aſpects of Time, or Frowns 
of Providence. God is our Refuge, and Strength, a 
very preſent Help in Trouble, therefore will not we fear, th 
the Earth be removed, and tho the Mountains be carry d 


into the midſt of the Sea; Tho the Waters thereof rore, and 


be troubl d, tho" the Mountains ſhake with the ſwelling 


thereof. Whatever the State of God's People may 
be with reſpect to this World; whatever they may 
fear or meet with from Men; yet may they Hope 
Mill, ſince they have 4 God to Hope in: Friends 
may fail, Enemies may threaten, yea Devils may 
let the Earth then, 5 

jis 
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his People rejoyce, and Hope notwithſtanding : 
He hath the Hearts, and Hands too of all Perſons 
at his Diſpoſal; and, as they can do nothing with= 
out Him, ſo He can make em ſerve even his Gra- 
cious, as well as ſevere Purpoſes to His People; 
and therefore They have no Reaſon to deſpond or 
fink. He may well be their Hope, fince He is 
their Saviour. 

24ly, He is their Hope, as they place their Hope 
in Him; As they have taken Him for their God, 
and put their Truſt in Him. He is indeed the 
ſame Powerful, All-ſufficient Being, whether we 
Hope in Him, or No: He is the Confidence of 
All the Ends of the Earth, tho' ſo few truſt in Pſal. 65.44 
Him; But Then is He Our Hope, when we place our 
Hope in Him: When, from a Senſe of our own 
Inſufficiency, and his Ability, we avouch Him to 
pe be Our God in Chriſt, and ſo commit our Selves, 
lis our Cauſe, our All to Him; Who, we, this way, 
1- Wl profeſs, can keep, and manage what we commit 
ir % Him. The People of God are made ſenſible, 
]:- WM chat their Safety here, and Salvation hereafter is 
x. in Him alone: And, therefore, with reſpe& to 
n. Wl the Choice, and Inclination of their Souls, can : 
ns they ſay with the Pſalmiſt, Whom have we in Hea- Plal. 73 
ven but Thee? And there is none upon Earth that we 25. 
b\ WM defore beſides Thee; which Words, that they are as 
1/1 Wl *pplicable to Hope, and Truft, as to Eſteem, Wi! 
and Love, will appear from the following Verſe, 100 
ing Where he tells us, that His Fleſh, and Heart faild, —26. | 
ay but that God was the Strength of bis Heart, and His ul 
ay Wl Portion for ever: As if he had ſaid, I have no Per- . 
pe I fon, no Creature, whether in Heaven, or on FW 
ids Earth, that I can chooſe, or deſire, as my Re- 
bay fuge and Hope, but Thee alone. Again, 
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zaly, He is their Hope, as He enables them to 


26 


Exerciſe their Hope in Him. His People do in- 7660 
deed place their Hope in Him, but They are not WW ye w 
able always to Exerciſe it: No, They may ſome- 


times be under very great Fears, and Deſponden- ; 
cies, and, in a manner, without Hope; as was uſt v 
the Caſe of Aſaph, Heman, and David: But, xt; 
He is the God of Hope, as well as the Hope of MW That 
His People; yea, He is their Hope, as he Encou- 


Rom. 15. (ages, Strengthens, and Raiſes their Hope in whe 

13. Him: Now the God of Hope fill you with all Ji, ¶ and t 
and Peace in believing, that ye may abound in Hope 150 

thro the Power of the Holy: Ghoſt. Tis He, that I 4 2 

fupports their Hopes under the greateſt Difficul- Exped 


ties, and confirms em under the greateſt Diſcou- 
ragements: Tis He, that enables em to encou- VI 

rage themſelves in Him, and to rejoyce in the 
Promiſe, and Proſpect of Deliverance : Tis He, | 
that not only brings em to a Choice of Him for W 1 f 
their Refuge, and Portion; but lets em ſee their 


Iſa, 26. 3. Safety, and enjoy Satisfaction in Him: Thou wilt — 
keep him in perfect Peace, whoſe Mind is ſtayed on Wl 61.6 
Thee, becauſe He truſteth in Thee : Whatever Hope * © 
they have, He is the Author, as well as Object of WM andi 
it, and in both Reſpects may He be cal'd the Hope ¶ in n 


of His People. Yea, 1 Ig 
4410/0, He is their Hope, as He Anſwers their hs 
Hopes and Expectations. Thoſe Hopes, which 
He dire&s, and Aſſiſts to, He, moit certainly That 
will accompliſh, and make good: What He hath 
given em ground to expect, they need not fear 
deing depriv'd of: He will not ſuffer em to be Chil 
diſappointed, or afham'd of thoſe Hopes, which WJ p,.,, 
they have regularly plac'd in Him : As He him- PEE 
felf will not fail em, ſo neither ſhall Their Hopes 
fail em; for He ic is, that is the Hope of His Neo: Wha 
TER! e 8 ple : 
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ple: The Needy ſhall not always be forgotten, the Ex-Plal. 9. 18. 


ref ation of the Poor ſhall not periſh for ever: Not, that 
He will anſwer all the Expectations, that a fooliſh 
Mind, or a vain Fancy may frame to it ſelf; or 
indeed Anſwer the ExpeRation of His People, 
ju when they pleaſe, or deſire; but what He 
hath promis'd *em, That may they Hope for; and 
That will he beſtow upon em, or do for 'em in 
bis own Way, and Time; even tho' it were to deli- 
yer em from thoſe Evils, they are obnoxious to, 


and threaten'd wich from Men: Let not thine Heart Prov. 23. 
envy Sinners; but be thou in the Fear of the Lord all 17, 18. 


the Day long ; for, ſurely there is an End, and thine 
Expect ation ſhall not be cut off. But, ; | 


VI. To make ſome Improvement of what has 
been ſaid ; and, 


1ſt, Is it a Time of Trouble with us, tho' but in 
Fear and Proſpect? Let us then conſider the Pro- 


vidence we are under, what it deſigns, and In- 
ſtructs us in. It relates chiefly to the Education 
of Children; to deprive us of that very great, 

Rems, 


and invaluable Privilege: The Providence 
in my Apprehenſion, to look both Backward, 
and Forward. Backward, to Humble us for. our 
great and notorious Neglect in this Caſe : What 
is more notorious, and apparent, than this! 
That thoſe very Parents, who profeſs their Con- 
ſcientious Difſent, do yet ſcarce at all Regard, 


whether in the Education, or Diſpoſal of their 


Children in the World, how They prove in this 
Reſpect: It hath been All one to Them, whether 


they acknowledge, or forſake that Intereſt which 


their Parents have tho't neceſſary to Eſpouſe : 
What now doth ſuch a 1 ares declare but to 
| . = a this 
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this Effect? As you would not take the Opportu- 
nity, and improve the Liberty you have had, you 
ſhall have it no longer: It ſhall be taken away; 
and that, by thoſe very Perſons, ſome of whom, 
tho' Born of Diſſenting Parents, yet whoſe Edu- 
Cation that Way might be too much neglected: 
But then this Providence looks Forward, and is a 
Warning to prepare for whatever may follow; 
we know not, how far, or to what Degree, God 
may ſee fit to try us in our Own Perſons. We 
would gladly forbear hard Tho'ts of what is at- 
tempted againſt us; but *tis not ſo long ago, as 
not eaſily to be remember'd, that we have been 
forc'd to ſeek the Bread of our Souls with the ut- 
moſt Hazard and Danger ; and, let others pleaſe 
themiſelyes, or flatter us, how they will; yet, we 
muſt be excus'd, if we cannot forbear thinking, 
that this may be, we don't ſay it really is, de- 
ſign d only as 4 Step farther: As it was with re- 
ſpe& to the Chriſtian Cauſe formerly ; and the 
Proteſtant Intereſt of late Years in a Neighbour 
Nation, under the moſt Profeſſed, and Implaca- 
ble, and Dangerous Enemy that it ever had. 
Let us prepare then for Sufferings: If they do 
come, tis but what we have been warn'd of, 
and therefore ought to count upon. But, 

2dly, Ought we to apply to God in a Time of 
Trouble? Let us then be earneſt for a Spirit af 
Prayer, and Supplication. Nothing, My Friends, 
can be done without it; tho* we would not con- 
fine it to Conceiv'd Prayer, as Others do to their 
Seit Forms, God calls us to deep Humiliation, 
and Earneſt, Importunate Prayer; but where's 
that Spirit that muſt Aſſiſt us in all this? Where's 
that Spirit, that He hach promis'd to pour Out up- 


Zac. 12. on the Houſe of Judah, and the Inhabitants of Jeruſa- 
10. * N ; IV FR 


lem? 
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Jem? Even a Spirit of Grace and Supplication, by | 


which we may both mourn for our Sins, and im- 
plore his Mercy. Let me intreat you, as ever 
you value your Profeſſion, your Privileges, your 
Children, and Their Education, think not ſuch 
a Seaſon, or Duty as This needleſs; Be deeply 


concern'd ; bewail your Miſcarriages ; your mil- 


improvement of Privileges, your negle& of Edu- 
cation with Reſpe& to Children; Be Earneſt, 
and Importunate with the great God; in whoſe 
Hands are the Hearts, and Spirits of all Men; 
That He would interpoſe, and ſtop ſo fatal a De- 
ſign as This, that is now in Agitation. Tho' 


you can do nothing elſe, yet may you Pray, if 


you have but a Heart to it, and a Spirit for it; 
and Prayer is the beſt, many Times, if not al- 
ways, the moſt effectual Means: For the Effet ual, 


Fervent Prayer of the Righteous Man, availeth much. Jam. x. 


Again, 5 16. 


_ '34ly, May we, in this Caſe, apply to God as 
our God? Be not then aſhaw'd of the Cauſe, which 
He himſelf doth Eſpouſe. You have a God on 
your Side, His Name, Intereſt, and Glory con- 
cern'd about you; and, ſurely, you have no 
Reaſon to be daunted at the Contradiction, Re- 
* and Inſults of Ignorant, and fooliſh 

en: This was your Saviour's Caſe once; and, 
if it be Yours, you have him for an Example 


both of Suffering, and Patience: You are not 


indeed to revile again; this you ought to take the 
utmoſt heed of: Yea, you are to Bleſs thoſe that 
Curſe you; and, I nope, by your peaceable Be- 


haviour, you will give a plain Proof, that they 


can find no Occation againſt you, except in 
Matters, relating to God, and Conſcience ; But 
wich Reſpect to Theſe, ſtand your Groynd.; let not 
18 | 3,056,059: 3.1 ROWS, 
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e 
Frowns, or Smiles move you to prevaricate, or 
go off from your Profeſſiom: Tis a Cauſe well 
worth the Owning, yea, worth the Suffering for, broke t 


even tho! it were the bittereſt Reproaches, or the th 


ſevereſt Treatment; ſince it is a Cauſe, that God Peopl: 
Himſelf, I doubt not, will maintain, as he hath MERCO* 
done, in the very midſt of ſevere Perſecutions: {Wand it 
God and Conſcience will at laſt appear to be your Nder © 


beſt Friends; and therefore, tho you have no Hope 


be really fo, if you don't know in ſome Meaſure 
that He is your God: Nor will you be able, with 


need to Judge others, yet neither have you any Miken 
need to be aſham'd of your felves, as Diſnting F 
Proteſtants. But then, | | 

41h09, Is God the Saviour of His People in a 
Time of Trouble ? O then, clear up, and renew 
your Cow nant Intereſt in Him, as your Saviour: 
This is neceſſary to a well grounded Confidence, 
both before Him, and towaxds Men : You can 
never apply to Him as your God, tho' He may 


Cheerfulneſs to Own his Cauſe, unleſs you have 
ſome Ground to conclude, that He is on your 
vide; that He is your Saviour, and will fave 
you, if not here, yet however Eternally hereaf- 
ter. Be then ſollicitous to know the true State of 
your Caſe; be Impartial, and Faithful with your 
own Hearts: Deceive not, Impoſe not upon 
your Selves; make ſure Work of it, and lay 2 
moo Foundation; ſecure your Intereſt in Chriſt, 
ce to it, that you be found in Him. Your Pro- 
feſſion will not ſecure you; the beſt Cauſe in the 
World can do you no good, unleſs you likewils 
have a good Conſcience : See therefore, that this WI 
be ſprinkl'd with the Blood of Jeſus, that in him 
you are Pardon'd-and Juſtify'd here, and that 


you will be accepted, and fav'd hereafter : Be. 


wail | 
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bail the Sins, that have clouded your Evidences, 


and renew your Covenant that may have been 
broken: And then in tze 


5th and laſt Place, Is God alſo the Hope of his 


People ? Why then, improve this Hope for your 


Encouragement. Take it which Way you will, 


and it may be improv'd'to very great Support un- 
der the ſharpeſt Trials. Is there Ground of 
Hope? What then need you to fear ? Have you 
aken him for your Hope? How ſecurely may 

truſt in Him? Doth He enable you to Hope? 


ow can you then be caſt down? Hath he erer 


anſwer'd your Hopes? And can't you hope in him 
ill? O! How chearful! I was going to ſay, 
how unconcerned may you be! Whatever is 
done, whatever is bro't about upon Earth, when 


God is the Hope of bis People, and your Hope; 


yea, with what Encouragement may you plead 
This in all your Addreſſes to him ! for your Selves, 


for your Children, for the Nation, and for the 


Church of God. So far as God hath given you 


Ground, hath bro't, hath enabl'd, hath encou- + 
rng'd you to Hope: How ſtrongly may Faith 


hereupon plead! Lord! Thou haſt ſaid, thou 
wilt do ſo, or ſo, for thy People; Be it unto thy 
Servants according to thy Word : Remember the Word to 


thy Servant, upon which Thou haſt cauſed me to Hope: 


Preſerve me, O God ! For in Thee do ] put my Traſt: 
Is Thee, O Lord! Do I put my Truſt, Let me never be 
aſhamed ; Deliver me in thy Righteouſneſs. Thus 


may we improve this Character, the Church here 


gives to God, O Thou the Hope of Iſrael! The Savi- 
our thereof in Time of Trouble, 2 
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& Letter from a Lay-Man, in Communiolf 
| with the Church of England, tho* Diſlenilf 
ing from her in ſome Points; to the Right Rev 
rend, The Lord Biſhop of . Upon Occaſi 
on of the Bill for preventing the Growth of Schiſii 
The Second Edition, Corrected and Enlarge 
withaPosTs8CR1Pr, ſhewing how far this Bil 
is inconſiſtent with the Act of Toleration, and thi 
other Laws of this Realm. 41. Price 6d. WM 
Pſalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs. By th 
late Reverend Mr. Daniel Burgeſs, Miniſter of th 
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Author, finely engraven from an Original Paint 
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BOOKS Written by the Reverend Mr 3 
Henry, and fold by Eman. Matthews, af 
the Bible in Pater-Noſter-Row. - 


Elf-Conſideration neceſſary to Self. Preſerwation: or 

The Folly of Deſpiſing our own Souls, and 

our own Ways. Open'd in two Sermons to young 
People; the former on Prov. 15. 32. the latter on 
Sober. Mindedneſs preſs d upon young People 


In a Diſcourſe on Tit. 2. 6. 


The Pleaſantneſs of a Religious Life, Open 
and Prov'd; And recommended to the Conſidera 
tion of All, particularly young People. . 
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